Date

Dear Parents:

This year we have a classroom Virtual Learning Site to share information, provide resources, as well as a place to collaborate. Our class will create web content such as Podcasts and blogs where we will be able to share projects and possibly share experiences with other communities. These activities are enriching, and standards driven by The Massachusetts State Frameworks, and the National Educational Technology Standards for Students. (Some details of the standards are included at the end of this letter.)

Your son/daughter may be involved in a virtual field trip to another country or we may connect with another class, outside the U.S.A., who has students close in age to your son/daughter to provide rich learning experiences. Topics for discussion may include cultural traditions, education systems, roles and activities in family life, interests & hobbies, individual future goals, and many more. Students may share mathematical strategies, stories, and collect data to share.

Benefits from these project:

*Writing skills have been shown to improve when a student knows many people, not just the teacher, will view his or her work. More motivation goes into writing content and the use of proper sentence structure, spelling, and grammar rules, especially when students realize their letters will help other students around the world learn the English language.

* This project has many other benefits than just improving writing and math skills. Our classroom will be able to share with family, friends, and community what we are studying. These projects will be great dinner conversations, thus extending your child’s learning.

* In the process of learning about another country, students also become more aware of their own. As they ask questions to their e-Pals they must also answer questions about themselves and their own country. This often leads to researching traditions and historical events in their own country.

* Students are required to use specific social skills when writing. Enforcing “Netiquette”, or politeness rules, teaches students courteous behavior. With the repetition of using these rules students learn to write well-planned and thoughtful letters. The overall experience motivates students to express themselves better, to become worldlier, to experience and achieve real purpose for Internet use and research, to promote critical thinking, to encourage them to have positive attitudes using technology in collaborative global learning and to gain personal satisfaction from being successful.
Permission to participate:

It needs to be stressed that these posted projects will not contain your child’s name. Pictures of your son or daughter taking part in an activity will be posted. For this reason, I would like permission from you to post your students picture. Please see below.

If you have any concerns about this project please contact me: 

School phone: add number here 

or

School email: add email here
Sincerely,

Name

Role

Please return the section below.

Dear Name:

I have read the attached letter and:

______ I give permission to have my child’s picture posted taking part in an activity.

______ I give permission to have my child participate in an ePals activity.

______ I do not give permission for my child’s picture posted taking part in an activity.

______ I do not give permission for my to participate in an ePals activity

.

My son’s/daughter’s name (please print first and last name): ______________________

Parent’s name:(print) _________________________________________

Parent’s signature: _________________________________________

Date: ______________________

Massachusetts State Frameworks:

Post appropriate Frameworks from ELA and Social Studies

National Educational Technology Standards (NETS)

Global Learning in the Digital Age

Standard 1: Creativity & Innovation

Standard 2: Communication & Collaboration

Standard 3: Research & Information Fluency

Standard 4: Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, & Decision Making

Standard 5: Digital Citizenship

Standard 6: Technology Operations & Concepts

Specific details of the NETS can be found at the International Society for Technology in Education website:

http://www.iste.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=NETS

ISTE® is a registered trademark of the International Society for Technology in Education.

